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The letter gives the names of those who are inciting the
strikers to persist in their behaviour. On the publication of
my opinion on the strike, someone, presumably a student, sent
me an angry telegram saying that the behaviour of the strikers
is perfectly non-violent. Assuming the correctness of the ver-
sion reproduced by me, I have no hesitation in saying that the
attitude of the students is essentially violent. Surely, if some-
one blocks the passage to my house, his action is violence just
as much as if he pushed me bodily from the doorstep.
If students have a real grievance against their teachers,
they may have the right to strike and even picket their school
or college but only to the extent of politely warning the un-
wary from attending their classes. They could do so by speak-
ing or by distributing leaflets. But they may not obstruct the
passage or use any coercion against those who do not want to
strike.
And' the students have struck against whom ? Shri'-Srini-
vasa Sastriar is one of India's best scholars. He had become
renowned as a teacher before many of the students were born or
were in their teens. Any university in the world will* be proud
to have him as Vice-chancellor as well for the greatness of his
learning as for the nobility of his character.
If the writer of the letter to Kakasaheb has given an accu-
rate account of the happenings in the Annamalai University.
Sastriar's handling of the situation seems to me to have beeji
quite correct. In my opinion the strikers are harming them-
selves by their conduct. I belong to the old school which be-
lieved in reverence for teachers. I can understand not. going
to a school for whose teachers I have no regard. But I cannot
understand disrespect towards or vilification of my teachers.
Such conduct is ungentlemanly, and all ungentlemanliness is
violence.
Harijan, 4-3-1939